Women in World Religions
Book Report Guidelines

The assignment is to write a five to six-page report, typed, double-spaced, on a book that has been approved by the instructor. 

At the top of the first page of the book report put the following information about the book:

Title. By Author. Publisher, Date. 000 pages. 

Here are examples:

Revelation, Resistance, and Mormon Polygamy. By Merina Smith. Utah State University Press, 2013. 280 pages. 
Medjugorje and the Supernatural: Science, Mysticism, and Extraordinary Religious Experience. By Daniel Maria Klimek. Oxford University Press, 2018. 392 pages.

Be sure to put your name at the top of the first page.
The book report should do the following:
1. Begin with an introductory paragraph stating a thesis about the book and its topic.
It is up to the author of the book report to determine the thesis/main argument articulated in the book report. The thesis should be your main point about the book and its topic. The thesis may be a statement about the book’s treatment of the topic. Is the topic of the book a significant one to understand? What is the book’s thesis and how well did the book demonstrate its thesis? Did the book treat the topic adequately, clearly, innovatively, thoroughly, poorly, in a groundbreaking manner?
2. Describe the research methods used by the author, and the content of the book (what the book is about, topics it covers). 
Describe the research methods used by the author of the book. What topics does the book cover? What does the book have to say about these topics?

3. Highlight important features of the book (new perspectives, distinctive insights, important information)
Does the book convey important information? What insights does the book convey about the topic? Does the book articulate important perspectives on the topic? What is the book author’s expertise on the topic?
4. 
Analyze the content of the book in light of the theories and 11 issues for women in religions discussed in Exploring Women in Religions. You do not need to apply all of the theories or all of the 11 issues articulated in Exploring Women in Religions. Discuss what you learned from reading this book in light of the most relevant theories and the most relevant of the 11 issues. Does the information conveyed in the book reinforce any of the theories or issues, or does it appear to disprove some of them?
5. List strengths and weaknesses (ranging from having an index, to neglecting key figures, to being unreadable, sloppy, or memorable).
Is the book readable or hard to read? Are the chapters well organized, or is the organization haphazard? Does it cover the material thoroughly, or does it leave out important information and figures? Is the text well-edited, or is it sloppy with a lot of typos and grammatical errors? Is the book, its treatment of the topic, and its thesis memorable, or is it forgettable? Does it have an index that is helpful? Does it contain a bibliography?

6. Conclude with a paragraph restating the report’s thesis in different wording and summarizing what you learned from the book.
Summarize what you learned from the book, and restate your thesis in wording different from the introduction.

If you provide direct quotations from the book, put the citation of specific pages for the quotation in the text of your book report, immediately following the quotation, using the following format (00); or, (000, n. 4); or, (00-00). No bibliography is needed for references, because you will only be citing the book that you read for the book report.
Examples:

The Catholic theologian points out that such reviews would be, in his eyes, another example of “erroneous” and “uncritical materialism” (272), or a “cynical” interpretation in “material rationalism” (339).

He asks for a “courageous” holistic approach that “humbly and openly considers the multidimensional potential that may be present in the extraordinary experiences of mystics, including the supernatural and paranormal alongside the natural” (119–20).

Make sure there is no plagiarism in the book report. SafeAssign checks for plagiarism. See the syllabus for the university policy on plagiarism.
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